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down, because she stood in the way of that permanent policy
of aggression and aggrandisement to which the House of
Hohenzollern, with its Junker supporters, has always been
devoted. This was the moment when England should have
interfered decisively on the side of her old rival. It was not
only our interest but our duty to do so, and the whole nation
would have enthusiastically supported the statesmen who
had given it a vigorous lead in the right direction. Unfor-
tunately Queen Victoria, then as ever bitterly pro-German,
was utterly unscrupulous in enforcing her views upon her
Government: the men then in office were essentially courtiers,
who combined servility at home with pusillanimity abroad:
the laissez-faire school of parasitical commercialism which
regards the accumulation of wealth for the few as the highest
aspiration of humanity held the trading classes in its grip.
Consequently, the monarch and the ruling class of the day
thought it was cheaper, and therefore better, to leave France
to her fate, and make a good cash profit out of the business,
rather than courageously to withstand the beginnings of evil
and uphold the French Republic against the brutality and
greed of Berlin* It is sad, nearly fifty years later, to reflect
upon the results of this mistaken and cowardly policy. The
war was continued, owing chiefly to English indifference.,
until France lay at the feet of the conquerors.

No sooner did the news of the defeat and surrender of Sedan
reach Paris than a general shout for the overthrow of the
Empire went up from the people throughout the French
capital. The collapse of the Second Empire was in fact even
more sudden and dramatic than its rise, The whole imperial
machinery fell with a crash. There was not a man in Paris
among the friends of ttfe Emperor in good fortune who had the
courage and capacity to come to the front in the time of bis
distress. The bigoted Catholic Empress, against whom
Parisians cherished an animosity scarcely less bitter than that
which their forbears felt for Marie Antoinette, was with
difficulty got safely out of the city, and Paris at once took
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